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Designed In Singapore
Manufactured
Elsewhere

Peer M. SATHIKH, Singapore
Managing Director,
INOVASIA design Pte. Ltd.

Singapore is one of the ‘success stories’ of the last century,
emerging as a regional business center since it became an
independent nation in 1965. Many multi-national companies
and financial institutions set up their regional headquarters

in Singapore, due to its efficiency and cost advantage.

All this started changing in the last ten years. With the
emergence of China as a major manufacturing country,
whose cost competitiveness is difficult to challenge, many
companies with manufacturing interests in Singapore, have
shifted their production to China. Others have moved over

to neighboring countries such as Malaysia and Thailand.

At the same time, Singapore has been repositioning itself as
a ‘Research and Intellectual Hub.” Singapore today is
attracting companies in the Biomedical and Pharmaceutical
industry. Entrepreneurship and Intellectual Property Rights
are other areas that Singapore is promoting. Fundamental
level research in fields such as Stem Cell growth is being
encouraged. The buzz word today is a ‘Biopolis’ in

Singapore.

All this does not mean that design is being neglected in
Singapore. Understanding that a strong creative and design
centered activity is essential to the overall development of
Singapore into an entrepreneurial and R&D centre, the
Ministry for Information and the Arts (MITA) has set up

DesignSingapore Council this year to develop and promote
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design in the country as well as make the world aware of

Singapore's design capability.

It is within this context that the author will present the
development of design, especially Industrial Design in
Singapore in the last two decades, with examples from
INOVASIA Design, as well as from members of the

Designers Association Singapore (DAS).

Singapore in statistics

Total area of Singapore is 250.00 sqg. meter, 647.50 sq. km.
The population is 4,300,419 (July 2001 est.), and expected
to be 10,790,779 (Est. in 2050). Languages are Chinese,
Malay, Tamil and English. 97% male and 89.8% female
(1999) are literate. Religions are Buddhist, Muslim,
Christian, Hindu, Sikh, Taoist, and Confucianism. In 2000,
GDP amounts to $26,500 per Capita. The major industries
are electronics, chemicals, financial services, oil drilling
equipment, petroleum refining, rubber processing and
products, processed food and beverages, ship repair, trade,
biotechnology. We have natural resources of fish

deepwater ports.
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Where is the market for design?
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0000000000000?
Where has manufacturing gone?

0oooooo,00,0000,00,00000,00000000 Resources of Singapore

0000000000000 0DODO0ODODOD0D000OOoO0ooon, Singapore has diverse culture and diverse people originated

0oooO0ooooOooooo. from Arabia, India, Srilanka, China, Malaysia, Indonesia and
Europe co-existing in a modern, techno-savvy, efficient city
state.

goo0ooOoOoO0oOoOoooOoO0DoOoO0booOOoOoooOOD

0000000000000000R&D OOOOOOOOOO Designin Singapore

joooo0.0oooooO,00,0000,000000000 Design will have a major role to play in maintaining

ooooooao. Singapore's competitive edge. Singapore is encouraging

world players in pure R&D to set up R&D Centers. And bio-

H I B l N G H I G H medical, pharmaceuticals, wireless, nanotechnology are
A—

rapidly growing industries.
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How does INOVASIA fare?
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ooooooboOooOoooooOooOO0oOOoO0OO0OOOoOOooOOO.
obooooOoo0.00000000000O000O000D000
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Example 1: bluetooth communicator

We researched the existing products from other companies
prior to the development. All of the products were made to
hang onto the ear, which ends up tiring after some time.
Considering this problem, we approached the project with
clear concept. Our designers experimented the degree of
comfort by walking wearing the headset model made of
foam. Result was a surprise. We found the our product on

an italian website while surfing the internet.

002: 000000
OO0oobo0ooo0O0ooboO0O0oobo0OO0oobOOO0oOooOoon.
pgoooobobooooooooooo, 00000, 00,000
gooboooobOoooooon.
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Example 2: Ultrasonic washing machine

Cavitas has engineered a technology using ultrasonic
waves to wash clothes. Market information was given by
the client. User profile, segmentation, preference etc., was
researched by INOVASIA.
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0oooooooo forthe USA 0oooooooo for Japan

ooooooooo for Europe

003: 0000000000000

0ooo0:0000000,0000 Example 3: High tech betting station for Hong Kong
0000000 :-00O0Ooog (HKIc) - Client: Wincor Nixdorf, Singapore
000000000000000: 0000000 HKIA O - Client's customer: The Hong Kong Jocky Club (HKJC)
0000000000000 0O00O00O000DO0OOOonO. - Reason why they select the INOVASIA and Singapore:

Wincor Nixdor has the technology that HKJC is looking
for and the INOVASIA is close to the technology.
oy b i
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J04: 0O00O0D00O0OOO
Ogo00O0:000000000,0000 Example 4: Transportation products for Singapore
00000000 :000,00000000 - Client: Singapore technologies, Singapore

Client’s customer: Land transport authority, mass rapid

transit system operators.

0oooooooo oooooooo
Emergency train stop Emergency train stop

0oooooooo 0ooooao
Platform screen doors Automatic fare gates
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designed in singapore
manufactured elsewhere

the everyday reality of
Inovasia design pte Itd
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Design....is about possibilities

AZSse ; Mﬂﬂm“ Ll B
" ~ Innovation _Natienal Imnovative
o T
: 2 lsrael 3 om
' ONFSSN 3 Conada 3 Finland
4 Finland 4 Germany
! B Taiwan
6 Germany
7 United States

B Tunisia '
9 Australia ,
10 United Kingdom
qoks tap marks bor £
 forits support Fer research aed

S et T ‘

G CHANIYRADAS

S’pore shines for prote ctinj%
assets and supporting R&

innovation {»nli;-g boosted ite  batlorg in Singapore, while k- Al innowmtion also tends to be
rall ran I

US stud Hll i mt averall ove ing for national eal start-ups cin tap some 150 concentrated in a relatively
‘“I.Imh i. innovative capacity, which venture capital firms here  small but growing number of
national innovative capacity; improved  ciuures e .%m lo Whieh  mnaging s ot 16 billon n st i it )
m reflect mu an gconomy offers o fuvour-  fonds, i reeit] ety
ra 5 is on u' S area shle environment for global Beshdes innovation policy, P!Ik‘l'::i:iﬁliﬂﬁi::ﬁ!:m

&,

INOVASIA



design In singapore
how does Inovasia fare ?
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model making shop
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bluetoothheadset

nautiiusFORM
concept

&,

INOVASIA






SRAVEHERART addvalue E




surprise surprise !!

look what we found in ITALY !
when we surfed the internet!
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premium top-loader
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Uirasome wasing machine

Cavitas = bulkding on its reputaton for robust, gusity ultrasonic washing

machine. Every effort has been made (o sEmplity appearance, controls and graphics.
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premium front-loader

INOVASIA



P e

Cavitas economy top loader has done away with having hard edges to feature
more natural and pleasing curves. Being a household product, the

industrial design of the product is modern and upto date, aesthetically,

with other household electrical/electronic products.

The design also considers all aspects of material, manufacture and assembly
besides aesthetics and ergonomics.

economy top-loader

for JAPAN
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Philips Kiosk

Product : kiosk exhibition stand
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Description
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